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community one of the finest places to live any-
where in America. He has been a great friend
of mine and I wish him all the best.
f
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pride to now honor Katy Tartakoff who
has been awarded the Colorado Woman 2000
Power of One Honor in recognition of her
service to her community and the State of Col-
orado. Katy is a true heroine in her community
and she deserves our highest thanks and
praise.

Katy published a journal in 1991 called ‘‘My
Stupid Illness.’’ The journal showed photo-
graphs of children suffering from cancer along
with stories addressing how the children were
dealing with the illness. She has since ex-
panded her work to photograph and document
children with other life-threatening illnesses.
She presents these exhibits to schools to use
as a tool to teach kids how to accept, under-
stand and live with differences.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to both congratulate and thank Katy for all of
her efforts to make her community a better
place to live. I applaud Katy’s efforts to edu-
cate children about diversity. She is a most
deserving recipient of the Power of One
Honor.
f
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Mr. Gerald Nowicki of Bayonne,
NJ. Acknowledging the accomplishments of
those rare individuals dedicated to making Ba-
yonne a better community, the Richard A.
Rutkowski Association has selected Mr.
Nowicki as one of this year’s honorees.

Joining the Bayonne Historical Society in
1991, Mr. Nowicki has been instrumental in
working to preserve and foster the historical
and artistic beauty of Bayonne. Knowing the
importance of maintaining outdoor sculptures
to prevent corrosion, Mr. Nowicki coordinated
a Tender Loving Care workshop to teach vol-
unteers the proper guidelines for outdoor
sculpture upkeep at the public buildings in Ba-
yonne.

In addition to maintenance, Mr. Nowicki em-
phasized the necessity of restoration efforts
for public artwork in the community. By
cochairing the ‘‘Save the Hiker’’ project, an ef-
fort to restore the Spanish-American War
Monument in Stephen Gregg Bayonne Park,
and chairing the restoration project for the
Civil War Monument in the same park, Mr.
Nowicki has helped bring arts awareness in
Bayonne.

To continue his efforts for the arts, Mr.
Nowicki spearheaded the fundraising cam-
paign designed to bring both funds and atten-
tion to the arts field—two very significant com-
ponents to achieving his goals. His campaign
drives helped to restore oil paintings from the
Brennan Fire Fighting Museum and the Ba-
yonne Public Library, and restored the antique
grandfather’s clock, which stands in the lobby
of the library.

Because of his vast experience in Bayonne
history and culture, Mr. Nowicki served as edi-
tor and co-author of ‘‘Bayonne Landmarks.’’
The book served as an instrumental local his-
tory guide, winning the acclaim of the League
of Historical Societies of New Jersey.

Mr. Nowicki, born and raised in Bayonne,
attended Assumption School Marist High
School, and Jersey City State College.

For his continued efforts on behalf of the
Bayonne community and the State of New
Jersey, I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Gerald Nowicki. His accom-
plishments in historical preservation and com-
munity service have undoubtedly made the
city of Bayonne a better community in which
to live.
f
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, it was nearly 47
years ago, on January 26, 1953, that the
World Customs Organization, formally known
as the Customs Co-operation Council, held its
first meeting in Brussels, Belgium. In recogni-
tion of this occasion, the Council observed
January 26 as International Customs Day.
This occasion also serves to recognize the
role that customs services around the world
play in facilitating trade while protecting na-
tional borders from economically and phys-
ically harmful importations.

I am proud of the contributions of the U.S.
Customs Service to the Nation over the past
210 years. U.S. Customs responsibilities have
increased with the growth of our great Na-
tion—trade has increased exponentially and
the threat of illegal importations, including ille-
gal drugs is ever present. These are signifi-
cant challenges that Customs faces on a daily
basis, and Customs must continue its vigi-
lance in facilitating trade while interdicting nar-
cotics at our borders and preventing expor-
tation of critical technology. I am pleased to
say that Customs meets these challenges
well, and I stand ready to continue my long-
standing support of Customs in these efforts.

The U.S. Customs Service represents the
United States at the World Customs Organiza-
tion [WCO], a 150-member international orga-
nization founded to facilitate international trade
and promote cooperation among governments
on Customs matters. The WCO works to sim-
plify and standardize legal instruments and
rules of international customs. The WCO also
renders technical assistance in areas such as
customs tariffs, valuation, nomenclature, and
law enforcement. Its objective is to obtain, in
the interest of international trade, the best
possible degree of uniformity among the cus-
toms systems of member nations. The United
States became a member on November 5,

1970. All America benefits when both export-
ers and importers operate in an atmosphere of
simple unambiguous customs operations
around the world.

I want to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the World Customs Organization on its
past accomplishments and wish it well in its
ambitious new millennium goal of further har-
monizing and simplifying the customs rules
that affect international commerce. I also con-
gratulate the U.S. Customs Service for its fine
work both nationally and internationally.
f
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Mr. William Jefferson of Linden Plaza,
in commemoration of his 100th birthday.

Mr. Jefferson was born in Columbia, South
Carolina on January 2, 1900. At the age of
thirteen, after earning his education in Ridge-
way, South Carolina, he moved to New Jer-
sey, and through working several odd jobs ac-
quired skills in electrical work, plumbing, and
house painting. In 1925 he moved to New
York where he worked in these various trades
until he found a permanent position with the
American Window Shade Company.

While at this company, he met and married
Mabel Stevens, and through this union was
blessed with five daughters. Mr. Jefferson,
known to many as a ‘‘Jack of all trades’’, de-
voted his time to his family, neighbors and
anyone in the need of assistance. His wife
passed away in 1998.

Since his retirement in 1977, Mr. Jefferson
has enjoyed spending time with and passing
wisdom to his children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren. He helped start and on
occasion still works at the Neighborhood Gar-
den. He still enjoys discussing candidates, and
voting in every election. In his spare time, he
continues to play his guitar and keyboard.
Please join in celebrating the wonderful life of
centenarian, William Jefferson.
f
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Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to James A. Algie, Chair-
man of the Board of the Goodwill Industries of
Long Beach and South Bay. Jim Algie passed
away last year, and he is dearly missed.

Jim Algie was committed to the progress
and success of the Goodwill Industries. Jim
was dedicated to helping others and proudly
followed Goodwill’s mission to serve the com-
munities of Southern Los Angeles County by
educating, training, and placing people with
barriers to employment to help them achieve
economic and personal independence.

Jim was tireless in his efforts to better
Goodwill Industries and he has left a lasting
impact. He even helped change the account-
ing and financial reporting systems making the
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organization more efficient and cost produc-
tive.

People will remember Jim for his generosity
and his great sense of humor, and for always
being there for his friends and co-workers. Jim
Algie touched the lives of many, and although
he is missed, his legacy lives on. The Good-
will Industries is a better organization because
of Jim Algie.
f
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pride to now honor Becky Negrette who has
been awarded the Colorado Woman 2000
Power of One Honor in recognition of her
service to her community and the State of Col-
orado. Becky is a true heroine in her commu-
nity and she deserves our highest thanks and
praise.

Becky is a Denver native who knows what
it means for people to pull themselves up by
their bootstraps. Becky grew up with five
brothers and one sister. Her father, even
though he worked every hard, barely made
enough to support the large family. They could
not afford a car, a television, or any of the lux-
uries that most of us take for granted. Becky’s
family was rich, however, with love and devo-
tion that she still carries with her today.

Becky graduated from college and she now
runs the bi-lingual reading program at Baker
Middle School. She is a living example to her
students, teaching them that life is what you
make of it.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to both congratulate and thank Becky Negrette
for all of her work and determination to be an
inspiration to young people. She is a most de-
serving recipient of the Power of One Honor.
f
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Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, for those who
might have missed it, I would like to bring to
the attention of my colleagues a piece by Rob-
ert B. Zoellick from the December 14, 1999,
issue of the Washington Post.

Mr. Zoellick brings a unique, knowledgeable
perspective to the discussion of the recent
World Trade Organization fiasco in Seattle. He
served in various positions in the Bush admin-
istration, including a stint as Under Secretary
of State for Economic and Agricultural Affairs,
where he was actively involved in developing
the nation’s NAFTA strategy. Recently, Mr.
Zoellick was President and CEO of the Center
for Strategic and International Studies.

I commend Mr. Zoellick’s thought-provoking
article to my colleagues’ attention.

[From the Washington Post, Dec. 14, 1999]
CLINTON’S SEATTLE STRADDLE

(By Robert B. Zoellick)
Unlike The Post and others who are grap-

pling with the deeper meaning of the Seattle

protests and the World Trade Organization
debacle, I think both the message and the re-
sults are straightforward: President Clinton,
trying again to be all things to all people, is
responsible for a failure that has paralyzed
further free trade negotiations, whether
globally or regionally.

Clinton wanted us to ‘‘listen’’ to the dem-
onstrators. I did. It turns out that the pro-
testers’ arguments were contradictory: They
wanted both to blow up the WTO and to have
the WTO establish a host of global rules to
dictate social, economic, political and envi-
ronmental conditions around the world.
They have managed, astonishingly, to com-
bine the aims of unilateralists—who believe
the United States can order everyone else in
the world to do what we want—with those of
globalists—who believe national govern-
ments are illegitimate and must be super-
seded by ‘‘wise’’ nongovernmental organiza-
tions.

Nevertheless, while the protesters’ argu-
ments were seriously flawed, their logic of
action was clear: If they could overburden
the process of negotiating more freedom for
trade, the negotiations would break down.
Then special interests would be successful in
maintaining existing barriers and protec-
tions. Inefficient producers can now continue
to avoid nasty competition and keep costs
higher for consumers and other businesses.

The Post has suggested that ‘‘the truth
[about Seattle] is more complicated’’ than
critics contend. Apparently, it is not enough
that President Clinton has been responsible
for the confusion and backsliding in Amer-
ica’s trade policy despite these times of ex-
traordinary prosperity. It is not enough that
Clinton is the first president in 50 years to
fail to ensure that America leads the world
trading system toward the liberalization
that has created unprecedented world
growth, openness, creativity and oppor-
tunity. No, according to The Post, Clinton
was ‘‘right in principle . . . but probably
wrong on the tactics.’’

Since the WTO is supposed to be about
trade, it might be useful for The Post to re-
call what trade is about: Trade enables
Americans to buy goods and services from
other countries; trade liberalization seeks to
remove the taxes and other barriers to this
freedom of exchange. By expanding the free-
dom to buy and sell, trade lowers costs, ex-
pands opportunities and creates better-paid
work—all adding to prosperity. Prosperity,
especially for developing countries, is the
key to better conditions for workers and to
more resources for, and interest in, a clean
environment.

Do fortunate Americans really think that
parents in poorer countries prefer to have
their children work instead of stay in
school? Do they really think poor foreigners
want to live in polluted cities? Or might
these Americans recognize that the rules
that wealthy nations want to impose on
poorer nations will be ignored until poor
countries have the means to improve their
livelihoods?

The WTO is not a global government with
the power to order new environmental or
labor laws—or, for that matter, better tax
regimes, pension plans, health programs, ci-
vilian control of militaries or a host of other
meritorious outcomes. The WTO is a forum
where governments can negotiate to reduce
barriers to trade and agree to rules to try to
resolve disputes. We cannot make the WTO
into the organization that will deal with all
the problems that elected, national govern-
ments struggle with every day.

Let’s be honest: Once again, Clinton strad-
dled and stumbled, and others have gotten
hurt. Clinton likes to talk about free trade,
because he knows open markets and com-
petition contribute to prosperity. But Clin-

ton also wants everyone to like him, espe-
cially if the people are his political constitu-
encies. So he chose to host a major inter-
national negotiating meeting on trade with-
out laying the political groundwork globally
and without developing a negotiating strat-
egy.

In a negotiation where the United States
needed to work with developing countries to
open markets for farmers, Clinton scared off
the developing world to placate domestic in-
terests. He even sabotaged his own negoti-
ating team by proposing new trade sanctions
at a meeting that was supposed to reduce
barriers, not add to them. When asked why,
according to The Post, a White House aide
said, ‘‘He was just talking off the top of his
head.’’

The Post, seeking to be broad-minded,
finds the truth to be ‘‘complicated.’’ I think
the truth is simple: After following through
in 1993–94 on a free trade agenda left by his
predecessor—an agenda he could not abandon
without looking isolationist—Clinton,
through his intellectual waffling and lack of
commitment, severely set back the cause of
free trade.

f
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Dr. Perry Lindsay, Sr., Pastor of The
Glorious Church of God in Christ, as he cele-
brates his 80th birthday; and Ms. Mary Elayne
Lindsay, as she celebrates her 70th birthday.
The church, located on Halsey Street, has a
great heritage and a tradition of strong family
ties.

The members of his church are thankful that
Dr. Lindsay survived a serious car accident on
September 1, 1999, in Maryland, while driving
to the 79th General Assembly of The Glorious
Church of God in Christ, being held in Roa-
noke, Virginia. In this accident, he suffered a
mild heart attack, a slight concussion, and
several other minor injuries; but is once again
able to drive.

In addition to his many achievements, Pas-
tor Lindsay is also known as the first success-
ful, African American, owner of a construction
company in the state of New York. Mrs. Lind-
say is equally well known for her generous
spirit and her contributions toward the devel-
opment of The Glorious Church of God in
Christ. I urge my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Mrs. Mary Elayne Lindsay and Dr. Perry
Lindsay as they celebrate their birthdays this
month.
f

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF
DIANE HEMINWAY: COMMUNITY
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST

HON. JOHN J. LaFALCE
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay special tribute to an outstanding environ-
mental crusader in my district: Diane
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